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 HO S T  PR O F I L E :   O C T O B E R  28    Armand & Eve Blais,  Menifee  

T H E  I N L A N D  K O I  C O N N E C T I O N  3    

Thank you to 

Dain Corrales of 

NIJIKAWA USA 

and 

Iva Gaglione of  

ULTRA BALANCE 

for so graciously 

supplying 

INLAND KOI SOCIE-

TY 

with a nutritional 

food supply for the 

KOI REHOMING 

Armand & Eve Blais joined IKS in April 2014, and promptly 

invited us to their home in Menifee. This month will be our 

third trip to Menifee and a chance to see everything Armand 

has done in the in the last two years. We expect another hot 

day, but will be sheltered by the huge overhead patio deck. The 

back yard looks out onto a golf course, which lends a certain 

expansiveness and really invites a walkabout on a nice day.  

Armand’s first landscaping in the back yard extended a nauti-

cal theme from the front to the rear; there was a fairly small 

pond full of water hyacinth. The house came with a pond — a 

hole...dirt piled against the house and garage — and Armand 

had already gone through four stages of learning and revising 

to get it right. He was trying to decide, even then, whether or 

not to do it over.  

Right! Do it ’til you get it right. The 2016 version was four 

feet deep and 5,500-6,000 gallons. Bob Walters and Pete Miles 

had helped lay out the filtration:  pre-filter to a bead filter, then 

a split in plumbing to send half the water to a waterfall and half 

to a biofilter and a second waterfall; the pump was a Lim 1/3hp 

Wave II. There were also two aerators and a 36w UV. It took 

all of 10 minutes to clean that system, backflush the bead filter 

and hose out the mesh basket on the pre-filter. 

What all has changed in the last two years we don’t know, but 

Armand has been keeping busy. One addition is a big 

quarantine tank next to the house. Another, a canoe that 

used to be the grandchildren’s favorite seat for feeding the 

koi, has been removed from the water and dry-docked 

elsewhere. I’ll look forward to the pond talk!  

Fewer changes in Armand’s and Eve’s lives... and retirement 

isn’t slowing him down. He continues to work with his orches-

tra:  he plays the trombone as well as conducting. Eve still works 

as a med tech and caregiver, still not going very far afield to 

work, church or shopping. 

Do bring your chairs (even though there’s lots of seating pro-

vided) and your potluck dishes, entering through the gate . 

Food will be served from inside the house, so come first to the 

backyard and then enter the house from the patio. 

Our speaker this month will be Eric 

Triplett, The Pond Digger, who will 

discuss the different types of ponds and 

the pros and cons of each.  Eric is the 

owner and operator of The Pond Digger 

Waterscape Design & Construction 

Company in Yucaipa, and creator of the  

Helix Life Support Pond Filtration Sys-

tems. He has dedicated his life to ponds 

and shares his experience, both success-

es and failures, to help professionals 

and DIYers create beautiful, low maintenance water features. 
Come with your questions! 

Getting there: 

From the 215 Fwy in 

Menifee, exit at 

McCall Blvd. and 

head west. 

Turn right on Sun 

City Blvd., the second 

opportunity. 

Left on Manchester 

(watch for our signs) 

and look for the red 

doors of welcome!  
 

26723 Manchester Dr. 

Menifee 92586 

(714) 717-2470 
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 M E M B E R  N E W S     New Members for your Directory... 

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS! 

Write these folks into your Directory, seek them out at meetings, and 

make them welcome! More than fellow members, make them friends! 
 

 

7/22/2018:  Stan Suh ~ found us on the internet 

4724 Golden Ridge Drive  ~  Corona  CA  92880 

cell 714.900.7865  ~  stan@flowlandscape.com 
 

8/5/2018 ~ Bob & Linda Stockdale ~ joined at Board meeting 

9979 Timbermist Court  ~  Rancho Cucamonga  CA  91737 

909.774.1125  ~  bobandlindastockdale@gmail.com 
 

8/5/2018 ~ Bill Campbell ~ Referred by Ed Brown 

1811 Wesley St.  ~  Banning  CA  92220 

951.922.9708 
 

8/5/2018 ~ Al Lubes ~ Referred by Ed Brown 

35334 Smith Avenue  ~  Beaumont  CA  92223 
 

8/5/2018 ~ Debbie Strangel ~ Referred by Ed Brown 

17265 Ridge Canyon Dr.  ~  Riverside  CA  92506 

951.347.9547  ~  dandjoseph@aol.com 
 

8/5/2018 ~ Ron Winsser ~ Referred by Ed Brown 

430 West King Street  ~  Banning  CA  92220 

951.849.2967  ~  janetkloos@yahoo.com 
 

8/26/2018 ~ Roy & Ana James ~ found us on the internet 

P.O. Box 18088  ~  Anaheim  CA  92817 

714.283.2839  ~  RJ@Bet-Products.com 
 

8/26/2018 ~ Steve McHan ~ Referred by a member 

11525 Richardson St.  ~  Loma Linda CA  92354 

916.662.1367  ~  STEVEMcHan14@gmail.com 
 

9/23/2018 ~ Ron & Jessica Yelenich ~ Referred by Eric Triplett 

Murrieta  CA  92562  ~  951.757.5235  ~  emeinc05@gmail.com 
 

9/23/2018 ~ Chuck & Debbie Miskell ~ Referred by Ed Brown 

5002 Foothill Ave.  ~  Riverside  CA  92503 

951.491.5216  ~  milkell@aol.com 
 

9/23/2018 ~ Vicky Grunewald ~ Referred by Ed Brown 

39167 Orchard St.  ~  Beaumont  CA  92223 

909.224.3525  ~  Vicky.Grunewald1@gmail.com 
 

9/23/2018 ~ Eric Triplett ~ Rejoining us again:  Welcome back! 

9012 Oak Glen Road.  ~  Cherry Valley CA  92223 

951.538.4537  ~  eric@theponddigger.com  ~  800.522.5043 
 

10/9/2018 ~ Margaret (Peggy) Carlson ~ Referred by Ed Brown 

23648 Hillview Road  ~  San Bernardino  CA 92404 

909.804.8362  ~  carlsoncasinoparties@gmail.com 
 

10/15/2018 ~ Karim Toursarkissian ~ Referred by Ed Brown 

40601 Normandy Road  ~  Beaumont  CA  92223 

909.363.5828  ~  DRT0125@me.com  
 

 

 

New Members:  Our Member Directory includes photos of members. If 
you won’t be able to attend meetings for a while, please send me a selfie 
so you can at least be included in the April 2019 update, and we’ll be 
able to recognize you when we do meet!  
    Email photos to Peggy at  peggymilfeld@inlandkoisociety.org 

“FAMILY FEAST” MENU PLANS & SIGN-UPS 

We already have 34 members signed up for the Nov.18 meeting at 

Jerry & Pat Mall’s, but I know that’s only the beginning. Check the 

list below if you’re still deciding what to bring, and yes, changes of 

mind are okay! Choose a new recipe you want to try (we’re great 

guinea pigs), or an old family favorite. And please do let us know 

you’re coming so we have room for everyone at the tables. 

●Stuffing or Potatoes ~ mashed, yams, cheesy…. 

     Fales ~ Mashed Potatoes Buswell ~ Candied Yams 

●Vegetable Dishes ~ all the family favorites…. 

     Bob Henry ~ Green Beans  

●Salads, any kind ~ green, fruit, molded…. 
     Leverett ~ Fruit Platter  Milfeld ~ Applesauce 

     ??? ~ Caesar Salad, Egg Rolls ??? ~ Broccoli Salad 

●Muffins, Rolls, Breads…. 

     ??? ~ Rolls 

●Desserts, any kind and all the favorites! 

     ??? ~ 3X Choco Mousse cake Watson ~ Peach Cobbler 

●Other Items, including Appetizers…. 

     Mall ~ Turkey & Gravy ??? ~ Relish Plate 

 

Others signed up to attend: 

   Coby  Henry-Vazquez Kushner 

   Lei   Poyle   Rein  

   Richardson Yelenich  Zehm 
      

If you’re not on the list yet, sign up at the October meeting or 

call to do it! We’ll need a count for seating and ordering the 

turkey and the deadline to call will be Tuesday evening, Nov. 13. 

Please contact the Milfelds at 951.780.7395 or by email to  

peggymilfeld@inlandkoisociety.org 

If you signed up for a menu item but didn’t put your name with it, 

please add your name to the list at this month’s meeting. Thanks! 

New and renewing members: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ron & Jessica Yelenich  ~  Eric Triplett 

 

     Coming soon… 

     Tom’s Farms’ 

     Haunted Train!  

 

 

 

 

             Looks like Ed &  

                 Linda Kushner  
             have added a new 

             pup to their family! 

 
Ed Broomfield 
   AKCA Koi 
Health Advisor 

 



   SEPTEMBER 23 MEETING    Tom’s Farms, Corona 

T H E  I N L A N D  K O I  C O N N E C T I O N  5  

We met on a sunny afternoon at Tom’s Farms in Corona.  The 

place was crowded and I had to hunt for a parking space and then 

search the large grounds for our meeting place, under the large E-

Z Up, near the Magic Show. I was happy when I finally found a 

couple wearing bright red T-shirts with koi on them, close to the 

greenest koi pond I have ever seen.  

Linda Kushner opened the meeting at 3:35pm, after a luncheon 

provided by Tom’s Farms; they served a Mexican menu, members 

brought desserts, and the club provided drinks.  We had one guest, 

Vicky Grunwald, Ed Brown’s mother-in-law, and six new mem-

bers. Linda acknowledged September birthdays and then intro-

duced our first speaker. 

Ed Brown  gave Part II of his talk on “Aquatic Plants in and 

around Your Pond”; he gave Part I last month at the Nyiradys’.  

Ed began by reminding us not to plant too 

close to the skimmer!  Aquatic plants are a 

good source of shade, and about 50% of 

your pond should be shaded to help regu-

late the water temperature. Koi like to hide 

under plants and nibble on any algae grow-

ing on them. Plants also help keep the am-

monia and nitrate levels down, provide a 

place for fish to spawn, and are pleasing to 

look at. On the down side, they need to be 

managed so that they do not overgrow the pond, and dead plant 

matter provides nutrients for algae. 

There are four categories of aquatic plants:  

1) Floaters, such as Elodea Canadensis, are a good source of oxy-

gen, but be sure to keep them away from the skimmer! 

2) Bog plants, such as Louisiana Irises, grow in shallow areas and 

may be used for filtration. 

3) Marginal plants, like Papyrus, are semi aquatic and grow in 

shallow water or in wet soil around the pond edge. 

4) Bottom plants, such as water lilies, if the pond is not too deep.     

Ed again reminded us to landscape carefully around our ponds so 

that there is no run-off into the pond.  

Linda thanked Ed and introduced Linda Cervantes, the Assistant 

General Manager of Tom’s Farms, who gave us a brief history of 

the venue. (She has worked there since 

February.) Tom, original owner, had 

always wanted to have his own farm; he 

founded Tom’s Farms in 1971, starting 

with a fruit stand by the side of the road. 

Soon he expanded to a farmers market; 

that flourished and he added a restaurant 

and an amusement area, followed by a 

furniture store. In 2017 the property was 

purchased by Sunny; he had hoped to 

join us but was delayed out of town.  

Peter Torres, Assistant Grounds Manager, 

gave a brief talked on the koi pond.  It has a 

small Sweetwater filtration system but it is 

woefully inadequate, way too small and they 

are counting on IKS to advise them on how 

to clean up the pond. 

Linda Kushner thanked Linda and Peter for 

their talks and their help in arranging our 

meeting. They were pleased to offer a home 

to several of our rescued koi, and are actively 

building a relationship with the club. 

Theo Zoetemelk then updated our members on the progress of the 

Norco High School koi pond. This is a project that has been dear 

to his heart for over ten years; it is a poten-

tial means of getting young people interest-

ed in keeping koi. IKS may use up to $500 

of unused scholarship money towards the 

project. Ed Brown and Eric Triplett  have 

offered help with the design and will do-

nate some used equipment, IKS will help 

with advice and supplies, but the students 

will do most of the work. They will start 

by digging out their 3,200-gallon pond and 

Theo will show them how to make Burt Ballou’s style of filtration 

system. Eric Fales is creating blueprint diagrams of the parts that 

Theo makes for inclusion in an  instruction booklet  that can be 

used by teachers at other schools whose students want to build and 

maintain a koi pond on campus. The goal is to have students be-

come so interested that they take the idea of a pond home with 

them. A new generation of koi keepers may begin with the hands-

on project done at school.  

The meeting adjourned at around 5.00pm.  Hope to see you all at 

the next meeting.     ~ Monica Dirac, Secretary 

           

Green water has 

proved a problem 

with the woefully 

inadequate filtration 

for Tom’s Farms’ 

pond. They have two 

Sweetwater filters 

that just can’t handle 

the volume. In addi-

tion, the public is 

allowed to feed the 

koi all day, leading to                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

a $100 per week food 

bill! As water temps 

drop this winter and 

the koi go dormant,  

they may have to 

remove the food 

machines for the 

season. 
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