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 T H E  O V A L  P O N D . . .    Dennis Lynaugh, 2011 IKS President 

March IKS News Letter "The Oval Pond": 

T he weather and the site turned out to be great for our 

February meeting at Edward-Dean Museum. I was 

concerned when I tried to (get hold of) call someone at the 

museum the day before and no one answered the phone. I 

called Patricia Hurley, who lives across the road from the 

museum; she went over and found the gate was locked and 

there were snow and ice on the parking lot. Thank goodness 

all the snow and ice melted away in the afternoon the day before our meeting! 

A  big to thank Patricia Hurley for donating two small pumps to Inland Koi 

Society. We will use the pumps for our rescue efforts and for crisis han-

dling of membersô fish. 

A lso a special thank-you goes to Spike Cover of Mission Viejo, a member 

of IKS and KCSD, for making the presentation to the meeting attendees. 

I  was thinking about the weather change this time of the year and our koi.  

We are coming out of winter and our fish are living in pond water that 

will be warming up in the next few months. The fish will become more 

active as the pond water temperature increases and their food requirements 

will change. Remember the following recommended feeding guidelines 

based on water temperature: 

Less than 50°F - Do not feed 

50 - 55°F - Low protein, high carbohydrate, laxative-type foods: wheat germ, 

cheerios, squash, lettuce and brown bread 

55 - 59°F - Low protein (25%) pellets, and vegetables 

60 - 65°F - Protein (35%) pellets, vegetables, and fruit 

65 - 72°F - Bulk of diet protein (35%) pellets, fruits, vegetables, and plankton 

72 - 80°F - Bulk of diet protein (40%) pellets with color enhancers, plankton, 

vegetables, fruits, and shrimp  

A dditional things to consider when the water temperature is less than 

55 °F:  with 2 -3 year old koi, do not feed for 4-6 weeks; older koi, do 

not feed for 6-8 weeks or until the water warms up again. This allows the 

koi to reabsorb excess fat and also allows the koi to rest and develop 

stronger color purity. 

I  am looking forward to this month's meeting at the Leverettsô in Riverside and will be happy to see you there. 

Dennis Lynaugh  
Dennis Lynaugh, IKS President 

*Editors Note: Meet 
Dennis & Dorothy 
Lynaughõs Family: 
Sunset Picture taken  
at Laguna Beach, CA 
March 5, 2011 

Six sons and two 
daughters. 

Front: Kathleen and 
Karen Lynaugh 

Back: Kevin, Peter, 
Brian, Dennis Sr, 
Dorothy, Dennis Jr, 
Keith and Michael 
Lynaugh. Photo by 11 
year old granddaughter. 
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We didnôt have many pets growing up. We 
didnôt have a dog or a cat or even a hamster to 
call our own. We just werenôt ñpetò people. So 
when my parents, Larry and Debby Leverett, 
bought koi, we kids didnôt think anything of it; 
after all, koi werenôt pets. Or were they? 

     In my parentôs case, Jock, Pearl, Blue, Raffle 
(named for obvious reasons), Cog (short for incognito), Kiki, and Centurion, to 
name but a few, became not only pets, but part of the family. These pampered 
koi are fed by hand and even swim en masse to the edge of the pond when 
they hear the patio door open. They literally will suck the food right off your 
hand. It is something the kids and grandkids love to do when visiting. 

      Most of you probably know my parents. They are longtime members of 
IKS, having joined in 1996 when the club had only 28 members. Larry is an 
Auto Technician and owns D&L Auto Repair in Corona, and Debby is a retired 
Hospital Lab Technician, having put in 21 years at Corona Regional Medical 
Center.  They have four adult children and eleven grandchildren. Besides being 
longtime members, Larry and Debby have also been very active in IKS and 
AKCA:  Larry was IKS President and Chairman of the Associated Koi Clubs of 
America for two two-year terms. Debby has been IKS newsletter editor since 
2000, taking it from black-and-white to its present full-color state. 

      We kids thought they were crazy getting into koi; when they told us they 
were going to turn their never-used Jacuzzi into a pond, we thought they were 
certifiable. But they proceeded, converting the 400-gallon, fiberglass Jacuzzi 
into a below-ground koi pond with a small waterfall and natural rock border. 
Larry bought some koi and the pond was completed just in time for one of their 
daughtersô bridal showers. About two years later they decided to join IKS and 
find out what they should have done! 

      Thatôs when they discovered all the mistakes they had made. Theyôve 
often remarked that they should have joined IKS before building the pond so 
they would have been able to use the vast knowledge of the club members.  
Even with mistakes, the pond was the focal point of the Leverettsô outside land-
scape. The soothing sound of the waterfall and the colorful koi attracted every-
one to it as soon as they walked outside. This small but beautiful pond would 
last the Leveretts for 13 years until 2007.  

      In 2006 the Leveretts embarked on a housing renovation to extend the 
kitchen and family-room out into the backyard and add a computer room. This  

 

necessitated excavating the old pond out of the ground to make room for the 
new addition. Family was called to help dig up the pond and move it out of the 
way until a new pond could be built, and I think Dad was more excited at the 
prospect of a new dream pond than at the idea of a bigger house. 

      The renovation took what seemed like forever; all the while I think my dad 
was dreaming about the pond. The addition was finally completed in February 
2007, a couple months shy of its planned Christmas deadline. Ask my parents 
to tell you the story about them throwing Christmas dinner for 35 with no 
kitchen sink. It is an amusing story that involves a Christmas turkey and a bath-
tub. Ask.  You wonôt be sorry. 

      With construction finished, pond planning began. The folks wanted to be 
able to see their koi from indoors, so the pond is close, with views from the 
kitchen, dining room and computer room. Larry started digging in May while 
Debby was visiting a daughter in Texas, figuring once there was a hole in the 
ground, there would be no argument about where to place the pond. The pond 
was hand-dug with lots of help from family as well as IKS members. Larry used 
the AKCA book, Pond Construction, and followed it closely. He was not going 
to make the same mistakes with this new pond. The book was 100% accurate. 

      After digging the hole (which took a lot of time) it was time for the ½-ton of 
rebar, all of which was laid by Larry. Pouring the concrete was a big affair with 
family and IKS members watching and helping. Even the neighbors stopped 
by, wondering what was going on. Larry intended to get in there to help with the 
process, but ended up pacing along the sides...supervising. 

      The 4,000-gallon pond is state-of-the-art: two 4" bottom drains and a 3" 
skimmer gravity flow to a 36" vortex with a micro-strainer. Two ¼hp Wave I 
pumps draw water from the vortex, half to an EZR biological filter and half 
through an 80 watt UV to a BioReactor filter, all manufactured by W. Lim. The 
pond is constructed of cement and is 4' deep. Two waterfalls flow into the pond, 
a soothing sound that creates a relaxing atmosphere enjoyed both outside and 
inside the house. 

     Weôll hope for another gorgeous day, so bring your chairs, your favorite 
dish for the potluck, and perhaps something for the raffle table. Think of a 
ñquestion for the day,ò and make sure you have renewed your membership 
before the end of the month so youôll keep getting the newsletter.  

     Larry and I will be waiting for you at our house. Hope to see you here!   
Debby  Leverett, IKS Editor 
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DIRECTIONS FROM THE 91 FWY:   

ǒExit off FWY 91 at Central Ave and go east. 

ǒLeft on Fairview, past 2 stop signs to Cornwall. 

ǒRight on Cornwall. Immediate left on Shoemaker. 

5349 Jasper Lane is the second house on right 

DIRECTIONS FROM THE I 215:   

ǒExit off I-215 on Alessandro and head west. 

ǒRight on Fairview and continue as stated above. 
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 HARRISONôS K O I  F A R M    IKS News / Pond Pump Demo 

Dear Debby: 

     It was good to see everyone yesterday. I 
am hoping that I will be able to make more 
meetings this year. I am doing better with my 
fibromyalgia but still have to be vigilant about not 
overdoing things or being in the heat. 

     I told people yesterday who inquired about the new pond vac-
uum that I got it from Amazon.com. However I actually got it from e-
Bay. It is called the Easy Pro Pond Monsta Pond Vacuum Cleaner 
and is a "buy-it-now" for $299.88. Amazon has a pond vac listed 
called the Power Clean Cordless Vacuum, but that is not the one I 
demonstrated. If you could put this correction in the next newsletter, I 
would appreciate it. 

     Jack, do you know the name of the gentleman who tried out the 
vacuum before the meeting? I didn't get his name but I know he 
was interested in getting a vacuum. I would like to inform him 
directly of my error. (I buy too many things on line that I can't keep 
them straight!) 

Thanks Debby, 

Patricia Hurley, IKS Member 

Spike & Ginger 
Cover have gotten 
two 6-month old 
Brittany Spaniel 
puppies with lots of 
energy. Love it! 

Theo & Jeannie 
celebrated their 
46th Wedding   
Anniversary on 
February 26th. 
Congratulations! 

Erika Henry cut 
17ò off her hair and 
donated it to Locks 
of Love. Wow! 

Morris Nyquist is 

selling their beautiful 

house in Montana so 

he and Marie can 

live in this area full 

time. Marie canôt 

always go with him 

because her job as 

vice principal is here. 

Stressful. 

Fran Krakower and 

Pat Mall missed Febru-

aryôs meeting because 

of illness. Well wishes! 

Bob Henry and 

daughter, Erika are 

seriously thinking of 

taking the course in 

KHA or K.O.I . For 

certification. Great!! 

Members seen at the 

San Diego Koi Show: 

Steve & Lily Rhodes, 

Bob, Bonnie & Erika 

Henry, Tom Wright, 

Paul Atkiss, Wm Lim & 

Morine, Tom & Cindy 

Graham, Pam Spindola, 

Ben Plonski, Larry 

Leverett. Wonderful! 


