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 T H E  O V A L  P O N D . . .    Dennis Lynaugh, 2011 IKS President 

February IKS Newsletter: 

D orothy and I didn't get home from our 

trip to Peru until 2 AM Monday 

morning, so we didn't get to attend the January meeting. I want 

to thank IKS Vice President, Ed Kushner, for chairing the 

meeting, which was different than normal as it was held in a restaurant with no 

potluck meal because of the possibility of bad weather.  

I  was thinking about what members would be thinking about this time of 

the year with regard to koi. When spring arrives and we are motivated to 

be outside, what improvements are we going to make to our ponds, or are we 

going to build a new one? What comes to mind is wanting a low mainte-

nance, state-of -the-art pond. 

T he Motto should be:" Work Your Pond - Don't Let it Work You." 

Traditionally during pond season, one must spend an hour or so each 

weekend maintaining the pond, otherwise the pump gets clogged and the 

waterfall stops running. Anyone who "never has cleaned the pond" is proba-

bly the proud owner of a swamp. Those of us who have had a pond for a few 

years want our "weekend life" back and would opt for a maintenance-free 

pond solution. 

T he real problem is there are no truly maintenance-free pond systems. 

The closest would be designing a pond with this in mind. 

P eople in the water garden industry, especially those who have been 

around for awhile, have a history of downplaying or totally rejecting 

the effectiveness of a low maintenance pond because their "tried and 

true" ponds from the past are all they know. 

I f your weekends are filled with pond "to-dos" and you would rather spend 

precious time relaxing and enjoying the pond, think about your design. 

Remember, you are the one who will have to maintain your pond. Here are 

some things to consider: 

Location? Where Do I Place the Pond:  Don't place it in the sun simply 

because a book says to put it there.  

In the Sun:   Water lilies need five hours to bloom, but keep in mind that 

algae bloom can also create a visual problem enjoying the koi. 

In the Shade:  Most plants don't bloom very well in the shade but they keep 

the pond cool. Leaves can be a problem unless you install a skimmer or net-

ting over the pond. Herons can't see your koi under the canopy of trees. 

Runoff Areas:  Avoid placing the pond in areas where water runs off after a 

heavy rain. Runoff can get between the pond wall and a liner. Also consider 

any runoff from the neighborsô weed killer. 

How Low, or What Depth to Go:  Three feet plus, so fish have a place to go 

when critters are around. 

Is Bigger Better:  Yes! Ask anyone who has a pond if they would have 

made it bigger if they had it to do over again. 

What Style:  Anything you like as long as there are bottom drains, no 

dead spots in the water circulation, and no rocks on the bottom to 

gather koi excrement. 

D orothy and I are looking forward to his monthôs meeting  in Cherry Valley and hopefully we will see you there. 

Dennis Lynaugh  
Dennis Lynaugh, IKS President 



 

FEBRUARY HOSTS & POND PROFILE   Edward-Dean Museum & Gardens ~ Cherry Valley 

THE EDWARD-DEAN MUSEUM AND GARDENS in Cherry Valley is 
hosting the Inland Koi Societyôs February meeting in the Kay 
Ceniceros Cultural Arts Center. 

A LITTLE HISTORY:  The Edward-Dean Museum & Gardens is 
housed in a cultural complex on the edge of a small town on the 
edge of the Los Angeles Metropolitan area, a surprisingly rural 
setting for a cultural center. The museum began as the private 
collections of two fine arts dealers, J. Edward Eberle and Dean 
W. Stout. Keeping the best pieces for themselves, by the 1950s 
they had gathered an impressive collection. They purchased a 
cluster of buildings in Cherry Valley, a town a little east of 
Redlands, and established a museum. The grounds include a 
classical garden. 

In 1964, they donated the museum and property to Riverside 
County. Additional pieces have been added to make this a com-
prehensive and unique museum. The art, furniture, and decora-
tive arts are not the only beautiful objects in the house.  

SOME MUSEUM FEATURES:  Rooms of interest in the Gallery: 

  >The Pine Room sets a comfortable home-like atmosphere, 
found throughout the galleries, yet is itself a work of art.  The Pine 
Room was originally in the State Bedroom of Cassiobury Park, 
home to the Earls of Essex. William Randolph Hearst had pur-
chased the paneling to install it in Marion Davies' home, and 
when that house was scheduled to be demolished, J. Edward 
Eberle quickly bought the paneling to install in the new museum, 
then still under construction.    

  >The Blue Room has a particularly intimate feeling. Originally 
Mr. Eberleôs personal living room, when the museum was built, 
the room was transported and reinstalled as part of the perma-
nent galleries. 

>The Picture Gallery includes paintings and water colors 
hung in the style of a European Museum. A few noted English 
watercolorists include Paul Sandby, whose work was produced in 
the late 1700ôs, yet seems closely related to the 19th century Im-
pressionist style. You will notice furniture, marble statues, and 
many other nested artifacts of previous centuries in this room . 

>The Oriental Room shows beautiful Asian pieces, textiles 
and garments; cultural articles from China such as shoes for 
bound feet and a jade neck rest; and other oriental imports. 
There are oriental Chippendale chairs and twelve panels rela-
tive to the experiences of the Chinese artistôs journey through 
the Diamond Mountains of Korea. 

     >The Stairwell Case contains a variety of articles, copies of 
books, an amulet, a silver cross, figures of Madonna and the 
saints, 10th century triptych of Byzantine icons, and several 
portraits of famous people. 

     >The Library was an essential feature of the English gentle-
manôs 18th century home. This library contains about 3,000 
books and is used by scholars, students, volunteers and staff 
for fine research of valuable information. 

THE BEAUTIFULLY LANDSCAPED GROUNDS include a 10,000-gallon 
concrete pond with koi. The pond has no filtration, just continu-
ous fresh water coming in with an over-flow draining out into 
the landscape. There is a circle planter with a flowing fountain 

in the front drive which was added about four years ago. The 
rose gardens and terraces were added two years ago through 
donations and a contractor.  

The Museum has several temporary exhibits annually featuring 
local, national and international displays of decorative arts from 
past and present artists and collectors. There are many other ex-
citing events happening throughout the year, including a free con-
cert series. Check the schedule at www.edward-deanmuseum.org. 
If you wish to have a guided tour on Sunday February 27th, please 
call to schedule and reserve a time PRIOR to our 2:00 pm IKS 
meeting. Admission to the museum is $5 and hours are Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday from 10 am to 5 pm. 

This wonderful meeting will be inside again this month, with tables 
and chairs available, so you do not need to bring your chairs 
unless youôd like to sit outside by the pond. 

There is a kitchen attached to the area where we will be gathering, 
so setting up will be easy. Please be sure to donate to the potluck 
and remember to take your dishes home at the end.  

Thank you to members who brought raffle gifts last month. It is 
appreciated more than you know!  

~Debby Leverett, IKS Editor 

PROGRAM:  We welcome Spike Cover, who started enjoying fish 
at 3 years of age with goldfish in a washtub. He has blossomed 
well since then and will be presenting a slide show and talk about         
ñCAN YOU BE A BETTER KOI KEEPER AND DO IT AT YOUR LEISURE?.ò 
Spike has worked in the aerospace and biomedical fields as a 
consultant, project and chief engineer, VP of R&D, President & 
CEO, and is an entrepreneur. He retired in 1995 and finished 
building his first koi pond that year. Spike planned, staffed and 
started the AKCAôs KHA (Koi Health Advisor) program, then be-
came the dedicated volunteer director of AKCAôs Project KHV. He 
has written articles for KOI USA, Nichirin, Nishikigoi International, 
and club newsletters. He has been a speaker at seminars and koi 
club meetings (like IKS), done experiments relating to koi and filters, 
and is a member of several koi clubs. His personal motto is, ñAnything 
worth doing is worth doing to excess,ò and his favorite saying is, ñNo 
matter how hard you try, you canôt beat fun.ò  Come learn, enjoy and 
listen to this (as he calls himself) incurable fish geek. 

DIRECTIONS: 
EXIT FWY 10 at BEAUMONT AVENUE in Beaumont. 

ǒGo NORTH through the town of Cherry 
Valley, staying on Beaumont Avenue. 

ǒBEAUMONT AVE TURNS INTO OAK 
GLEN RD as you go along. Shortly after, 
watch for museum sign on the right hand 
side of the road. Watch for our signs, too. 

ǒTurn LEFT through the gate and con-
tinue going on the left hand side at the 
ñYò in the road to the back parking lot. 
Youôll see the Koi pond down the small hill 
on the right and a large building to the left 
of the pond.  Work your way down the 
road, or path, to the building.  

9401 OAK GLENN RD  - (909) 845-2626 
CHERRY VALLEY CA 92223 

3 T H E  I N L A N D  K O I  C O N N E C T I O N  



F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 1  /  I S S U E  1 7 7 4 

 HARRISONôS K O I  F A R M    IKS News / You Are Important 

--Lynaugh's were in Panama and Peru, and missed the meeting, but 

Dennis was home in time to head his first Board Meetingé 

--Bob and Erika Henry are looking into taking the KHA courseé 

--Patricia Hurley in Cherry Valley has a new pond vac for use at 
Edward-Dean Museum. She has been coordinating keeping their pond clean--

doing much of the work herself, right?!-- for some time. She hopes to demon-

strate the vac at the February meetingé 

--Linda Kushner missed the January meeting because of foot surgery: she has to 

stay off her foot for 6 to 8 weeks, so could miss the Feb. meeting, too. Maybe she 

could use crutches by then?! 

--Tom and Cindy Graham missed the Jan. meeting because they were sick of each 

other. No! That's 'they were sick together...' both had that bug that's been going 

around. Hope theyôre back to healthy now! 

--Looking forward to meeting our newest member, David Parsons from Mountain 

Center, this month. Joined in December and promised he'd be there in Feb. 

--Long-time member Marcia Seals died Friday, Jan. 28; she had been battling 

cancer the last couple of years. We have missed seeing her and John Cress 

the last yearé 

--How bad are your winter pond conditions? Consider our members in Virginia 
and New York (yes! we do have members back East!) and think about the dire 

weather reports the first of this month. Our web mistress Alecia, too (who should 

be a member, even an honorary member!) has suffered with the weather in 

Texas, but she doesn't have koi...yet?! 

YOU ARX IMPORTANT TO US! 
 

Wx nxxd youéXvxn though my kxy-
board is an oldxr modxl, it works quitx 
wxll xcxpt for onx of thx lxttxr kxys. 

Thxrx arx 46 kxys that function wxll 
xnough, but just onx not working 
makxs thx diffxrxncx. Somxtimxs it 
sxxms to mx that a club is likx my 
kxyboardðnot all thx pxoplx arx 
working propxrly. 

Not all of thxm attxnd so wx canôt gxt 
to know thxm vxry wxll, if at all. You 
may say to yoursxlf, ñI am only onx; I 
donôt makx or brxak thx club.ò But it 
doxs makx a diffxrxncx bxcausx a club, 
to bx most xffxctivx, nxxds thx partici-
pation of xvxry mxmbxr. 

Thx nxxt timx you think you arx only onx 
pxrson and that your participation with us 
isnôt nxxdxd or carxd about, rxmxmbxr and 
say to yoursxlf, �³I am a kxy mxmbxr in our 
club, thxrx is much I could add, and many 
othxrs would likx to know mx!�  ́


