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 HO S T  PR O F I L E :   J A N U A R Y  27    Larry & Debby Leverett,  Riverside  

T H E  I N L A N D  K O I  C O N N E C T I O N  3  

We can’t say what the weather will be for our January meeting, 

but if it’s anything akin to what’s projected for this mid-month, 
we’re prepared to stay indoors. Larry & Debby Leverett are the 
only members we know who have a clean enough and empty 
enough garage to host a sit-down audience of 50 to 60 people; in 
fact, I think their record was closer to 70! That means, of course, 
that we’ll still all need to bring our chairs, along with something 
for the buffet lunch. It’s a time for great soups and chili and other 
comfort foods. Yumm! 

Most of us have been to the Leveretts’ before, but for our new 

members I’ll share some history. Larry & Debby have been IKS 

members for over 20 years and are committed to koi. Larry 
served two terms as president, and was then elected Chairman of 
the AKCA, our parent organization, and he was a dynamic and 
energizing force in the association. At that time, Larry’s pond was 
a recycled fiberglass spa but, in all the years since, they haven’t 
been able to come up with a photo of it! It was one of five ponds 
featured in the first IKS pond tour in 1997, and Larry was notori-
ous for being the national leader with a 375-gallon pond! But that 
pond grew some of the biggest koi in the club, eight or nine jum-
bos rubbing shoulders as sardines, and was joked that if one want-
ed to turn around, it had to ask the others to hold still. 

Our club was small when they joined, and Larry was committed 

to promoting and growing it; he was instrumental in organizing 
the first pond tour, for which he was chairman. He got us involved  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

with the Riverside Community Flower Show:  each year we set 
up a display pond at the show to promote the club and our tour or 
auction. He did water plant seminars for them, always takes top 
awards for something, and is the only guy we know who, for want 
of a knife for a koi autopsy, will bite the head off! Go ahead. Ask.  

In 2007, with their house being remodeled, they removed the spa. 

Larry built the present 4,000-gallon concrete pond with an AKCA 
Guide to Pond Construction in his hip pocket:  he did everything 
―by the book.‖ Two 4-inch bottom drains and a 3-inch skimmer 
gravity flow to a 300-gallon vortex with a micro-screen pre filter. 
There are two 1/4 hp WmLim pumps that push half the water to a 
300-gallon sand and gravel filter; the other half moves through an 
82 watt UV light. The water goes through a 300-gallon moving 
bed bio filter with an air pump, which keeps the bio media moving 
at all times. From these filters, the water flows to two waterfalls 
and back to the pond.  

In 2012, Larry rebuilt a 400-gallon quarantine tank by his orchid 

house, a rockscaped corner with waterfalls; it’s at your left as you 
enter the garden gate. It has a 1/8 hp pump, a Bio Force 2000 filter, 
and a 40 watt UV light.  

Orville Hanson will be our speaker, discussing how to remove 

dissolved organic carbons (doc), and how to add a Japanese 

look to your pond. Orville has been keeping koi for 30 years, after 
becoming interested in them during numerous trips to Japan. After 
retiring from the Department of Defense, where he analyzed the 
performance of combat systems for the Navy, he became active in 
the Inland Koi Society. He has applied his engineer’s training and 
knowledge to compare the many koi pond filtration systems and 
their components, which he has shared with us in the past.    
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DIRECTIONS FROM THE 91 FWY:   
ǒExit off Fwy 91 at Central Ave and go east. 

ǒLeft on Fairview, past 2 stop signs to Cornwall. 

ǒForced right on Cornwall, quick left on Shoemaker. 

ǒForced right on Jasper, and 5349 Jasper Lane is 
the second house on the right. 

DIRECTIONS FROM THE 215 FWY:   
ǒExit off I-215 on Alessandro and head west. 

ǒRight on Fairview and continue as stated above. 

• 6'x6'x3.5' 
• 375 gallons 

 
               • Century 2-speed 
               pump (1/8 - 3/4 hp) 
    2.1" PVC pipe 

 
• 40-watt UV runs 24/7 
• Pond mounted under raised rock edging 

Gathering  
2 - 5 PM 


