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 T H E  O V A L  P O N D . . .    Dennis Lynaugh, 2012 IKS President 

I  still remember the excitement of the IKS 

November 2011 General meeting. The 

rainy weather proved a challenge and our 

host, Jerry Mall, along with Steve Rhodes 

were guardian angels. 

T he end of last year proved interesting; 

we received many calls about ponds 

that people were shutting down. At the same time I had two 

of my best koi stolen, my neighbor had three-quarters of 

his birds stolen, and recently some people in the news had 

seven of their koi stolen. Go figure! 

W hen planning for a new pond, or making the existing 

pond larger, we need to have visions of the total eco-

system before starting the project. 

Things to think abou t:  

A crystal clear pond will require a good water filter and 

will be an expense. 

The new pond will require a biological filter for the fish. 

Remember that the koi will excrete ammonia in suffi-

ciently high quantities that could poison the fish. 

A bio-filter will also remove solids, twigs, leaves, fish 

food, etc. 

Using plastic tubes, hair curlers, plastic coke tops and the 

like is false economy, but is better than not using a bio-

logical filter at all. 

Be aware that biological media needs to be used in large 

enough quantities to be effective at holding the large quan-

tity of bacteria necessary to control ammonia. 

Do not buy a pump until you do some research on size and 

running costs. 

It is often a false economy to buy a cheap pump. 

Consider a UV light to keep the pond water clear and 

not green. 

Consider a waterfall to add additional oxygen. 

I  am looking forward to this month's meeting at Edward-

Dean Museum and looking forward seeing you there.  

 Dennis Lynaugh  
 Dennis Lynaugh - IKS President 
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     At 3:00 PM, the general public is invited to join our club for the presentation given by Orville Hanson. Orville, who 
with his wife Sandy, have been active in the Inland Koi Society since 2006, will give a power point presentation entitled: "Koi Pond  
Filtration: Different Types of Filtration and How They Integrate with Pond Construction." Orville is extremely 
knowledgeable about filtration systems and will discuss their function as well as installation and operational costs. 

     This presentation will be valuable to new and old koi kichi (koi crazy folks) as we can never know enough about filters, and the 
newbie could avoid getting the wrong filtration system with some advance knowledge. 

     Be sure to bring along a notebook (or paper) and a pen so that you can take notes on this incredible information.  Again, this is a 
free event and an appreciation luncheon for the Inland Koi Society only (To make your reservation, please call Peggy Milfeld at 
951.780.7395 by Wed. Jan. 18th); then the seminar will include our club and also the general public. Letôs ALL show up and 
give Edward-Dean Museum & Gardens our appreciation for their generosity! 

J A N U A R Y  P O N D  &  H O S T  P R O F I L E   Edward Dean Museum & Gardens ~ Cherry V a l l e y 
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WELCOME TO THE 

MUSEUM & GARDENS 
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At the January 22 IKS Meeting, all members 

are invited as lunch guests, at no charge. It will 

be simple. No chairs needed, no snacks, and no 

dishes to prepare. You donôt need to bring any-

thing and it is inside the Kay Ceniceros Building. 

Lunch will be served at 2:00 PM, so be prompt. 



J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 2  /  I S S U E  1 8 7 4 

MISS KOHAKU AS DICTATED TO TAMSIE PIERCE    G o i n g  t o  t h e  S h ow 

 Now  let me get this straight. You want to take me to 

a show. I've talked to the other members of the pond and I'm 
not so sure this is a great idea. I know you're enthusiastic 
and excited and have looked over the entry form really, really 
well. You think that this is the year. Now, while I'm flattered 
that you think I'm ready to be in a Koi show, I'm still not sure 
this is a good idea.  

 You  know I have a net phobia. I've been meaning 

to talk to you about that. You have seen it every time you go 
into the pond to catch me for my annual physical, that thing 
you call "checking for parasites" and "measuring my growth" 
and "taking pictures." Benny Kumonryu says it's just another 
name for being shot, that "taking pictures." He says he's 
heard you use the same phrase when you inject drugs and 
snap a picture. I think it's just a cover up. And I. Hate. Nets. 
Period. I'm sure I'll break a scale. It's one thing for you to 
chase me around the pond with that net, but I've heard how 
many times you'll be at Koi Club of San Diego, January 2012, 
doing the same thing to take me to the show. Once to get me 
out of the pond. Then at the show into a holding tank. Then 
into the tank I'll be shown in, then -- well, you get the picture. 
So you do provide Valium for this expedition?  

 Because  it also matters just what kind of show 

you're proposing to put me in. An English Style show 
where I get to swim with the same old boring fish from my 
pond, the ones who can see my shame if I don't do well, and 
won't notice if I win? I know it means less netting this way, 
from pond to bag to tank to bag to home. But I also know 
the alternate, the Japanese Style show, means I have to 
swim with strangers. Probably ugly strangers who will win 
more prizes than I do. And in the Japanese Style I'll get 
netted over and over and over. Pond to bag to holding 
tank to size-and-class tank to first-place tank to best-in-size 
tank to grand-champion tank to going-home tank to bag to 
pond. That's a lot of net acquaintance.  

 And  in that case, we're talking slime coat here. And 

just what are you going to do to protect that? You do know 
the judges will be handling me, and there is no way I can 
slap water at them with my tail if I don't have a good slime 
coat. And they'll be looking for the slime coat, too. Let alone 
the protection it gives me against any stray disease that I 
might get going out into the cold cruel world like you're pro-
posing to make me do. Master Sanke says that you'll salt the 
pond to help my slime coat, but everyone benefits from that; 
where's the benefit for me? I'm the one going to the show. 
I'm the one putting my reputation on the line for you.  

 And  Kin Rin says that you're going to starve all of 

us for a week before. He says that's not worth the whole 
thing. I'm used to regular meals, you know that. I certainly 
tell you about it if you don't feed me on time or too little. I'll 
pull your fingers off if you put them too close to the water. 
And if you starve the whole pond just to take me to a 
show, I'll be the most unpopular fish here. Everyone will 
shun me. You don't know what that's like, to be crowded 
out when everyone is mad at you. I'm either shoved out of 

the water at feeding time or shoved so far down by some-
one swimming on top of me that all I get are the crumbs 
that sink. 

 Don't  even think that I have not talked to the others 

who have gone to the shows. I know all about the noise of the 
place. You're going to take me from my quiet, peaceful pond and 
put me in a bare round tank with hundreds of people walking by and 
pointing at me. Noise from the people. Noise from the bigger air 
pumps. Noise from the people selling fish. Noise echoing from the 
inside of the building if I'm inside, noise from the outside traffic if I'm 
outside. Talk about stress!  

 And  there won't be a good waterfall to keep my wa-

ter full of oxygen, just a measly air stone stuck in the corner 
and hauled out each time the judges want to look at me, 
dropped back in, plunk, every time they lose interest, out 
again when they're back, back in, plunk, when they move on. 
Just a measly little air stone, not a really magnificent waterfall 
like what I'm used to. I don't even want to think about filtration 
during that time. "It's just for a little while" doesn't cut it when 
you're forcing me to swim in my own toilet. 

 And  talk of being used to something! I'm used to 

some privacy, thank you. Not these hundreds and hundreds 
of strangers staring at me and making disparaging comments. Oh 
yes, I heard you say that Koi show judges talk only about strengths 
of the fish they are discussing, whether this fish has more strengths 
than that one; but there are always some crass people who wrinkle 
their noses at seeing such a fuss over "just a fish" and talk about 
lures and poles and reels. 

 That  is not even addressing the bag issue. You are 

going to smother me in this exhibitionist bag not once, not 
twice, but several times between the time you finally trick me 
into that net in the pond and bring me back. Do you know 
how claustrophobic I get when I can't even straighten out my 
tail in a bag too small? Or turn around in a regular bag? Or 
just plain desperate when you pack the bag so badly I end up 
on my side with one full side of gills breathing air every other 
flip. So add enough water, please; but that still won't solve 
how exposed the bag is, exposed to light and slop and move-
ment. I want dark and quiet and cool. It's no more than you 
demand when you have a headache. 

 So you're still determined to take me to this show? 

Even after hearing all my woes? What can I say to deter you?  

 Honor  and glory don't quite work with me, Koi Club 

of San Diego -- January 2012 buster. What do I care about 
trophies? They're not in the pond for me to see. I can't eat 
them. I can't swim with them. Trophies won't work.  

 Bragging  rights? Well, that could be interesting. I 

wouldn't mind giving Benny his comeuppance after his pat-
tern got so distinctive last year and he came home with a 
Friendship Award. The guy needs to learn how to make friends, 
if you ask me. Spawning season, you say? My pick of all the 
guys? Maybe a handsome swain from another pond? 

  Now  you're talking! Bring on the net. 

GOING TO THE SHOWGOING TO THE SHOWGOING TO THE SHOW   
By Miss Kohaku as dictated to Tamsie Pierce, KCSD 

Also Published in Koi USA Magazine, year unknown 
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YEAR END IKS ANNUAL FEAST   Hosted by Jerry and Pat Mall, Temecula 

T hanksgiving was the day when everyone was on the road singing 
praises for the gorgeous weatherðwhich did make for safer roads 

for all. Not the case the Sunday before, when IKS members trekked the 
Temecula mountains to reach Jerry and Pat Mallôs lovely home. Most of us 
arrived before heavy skies and threatened rain became the downpour that 
serenaded lunch with drum rolls on the roof. We didnôt set a record for our 
attendance this year but, considering the weather, 59 was grand! Enor-
mous thanks to Jerry and Pat for inviting us again and for all the effort they 
put into making the day special. 

H aving the November meeting is possibly the hardest hosting job of 
the year, and the Malls do it with seeming ease. It isnôt just having 

the house and yard spotless and the pond crystal clear: it includes order-
ing seating for everyone and arranging it. Thereôs the decorating, which 
Pat really enjoys, and organizing a huge service area. To that, add pro-
curing enough roast turkey for all and prepping it for serving. Pat again 
spread the buffet between a big island and all the surrounding counters 
in her massive kitchen, so people weren't in each otherôs way as they 
vied for the goodies. Desserts and coffee were in a separate service area 
off the far side of the dining room. Oh! our dining room was the upper-level 
garage. Fully finished inside and with a polished cement floor, the walls 
were decorated with framed travel photos, banquet tables were covered 
with pale green linens, and óharvestô centerpieces in fall colors added to 
the festive nature of the meeting. Having padded wooden chairs made 
the afternoon quite comfortable, the garage quite cozy. 

A fter our meal ð  and probably before seconds on the desserts ð 
President Dennis formally welcomed everyone and introduced our 

guests, Robert & Yvonne Kounang, who came with Ross & Bonnie Rettig, 
and ónewô members Steve & Laura Nyirady, who joined in September but 
are really former members returning after a few lapsed years. Weôre truly 
pleased to have the Nyiradys back, and hope to see the Kounangs again. 

N ick took the floor to cover a bit of business in advance of the new 
year:  2012 is a Pond Tour year! We will be looking for six pond-

owners who live fairly close to one another and are willing to have their 
ponds showcased for the public. A tight geographical area and a good  
assortment of pond sizes is the perfect mix for introducing people to the 
joys of koi keeping:  it allows them more time to enjoy each site, more time 
to chat with members about the club, more time to imagine koi in their lives. 
He reminded everyone to note a willingness to be on tour ðor to host a 
meetingðon their membership renewal forms (If you still havenôt returned 
yours yet, do it now.), or to let an officer know. We will start the planning 
process in early January and set a date. And remember, a pond-in-progress 
is always appreciated! As long as it is much farther along than just a hole 
in the ground, please. 

K oi are coming!! With Christmas just around the corner, it was nice to 
hear that Inland Koi had a new shipment of fish on October 29, and that 

Shawn from Mystic Koi returned from his Japan buying trip 'about a week ago' 
and expects 100 boxes to arrive 'next week'. Two great new selections for your 

Christmas shopping pleasure! (You do buy 
yourselves gifts, donôt you?) Peggy had 
copies of a list of other gifting suggestions at 
the sign-in table for those who might be 
buying for other koi lovers. 

S adly, we didnôt get to gather ôround the pond 
for an ownerôs 'pond 

talk', but we did have Jerry Mall tell us about it. His pond is only 5 
years old, 5 feet deep, and 12,000 gallons big. He installed two com-
plete filter systems, Nexus and an Aquabead, so if one goes down, 
heôs still good to go. The house has no back-up generator, but the 
pond does! Jerry noted that every year there are different prob-
lems...this year it was string algae. Asked how they got into koi, he 
explained, "The wife finished the house and the spot for it was there, 
so I had no excuse not to dig it!"   

G oing shopping for koi these days isnôt near as much fun as a buying trip with Mystic Koiôs Shawn that they took a year and a half ago. He 
took them to different breeder/dealers there and they bought a few. They 
entered their favorite, a Tancho Showa, in IKSôs Koi of the Year contest and 
won. With that it was put in competition with select koi from across the 
country at the AKCA Seminar, and became 2009-2010 AKCA Club Koi of 
the Year! They are proud owners for sure! 

I mportant to the club are its officers and members of the Board of Directors, 
who are elected in November to serve the next year. Nick introduced 

the candidates, asked for nominations from the floor, and gave ballots to 
each member family. We are pleased to welcome Mac McClain as Vice 
President, allowing Ed Kushner to become a Director, and Patricia Hurley 
for her first term as a Director. Bob Henry was re-elected a Director; every-
one else was continuing for the second year of a two-year term. 

V olunteering in the club is something we take seriously, and there are 
many opportunities to take part. Ed Kushner encouraged more 

members to get involved with koi rescue. He gets calls from strangers and 
members alike who need help closing down a pond, or who are concerned 
about koi they fear are abandoned or dumped in strange places. A recent 
call came from a lady who had purchased a home and didnôt know there 
were koi on the property! He has a tank of some rescued fish but is looking 
for homes for some to make room for more: there are (were?) four 6-7 inch 
goldfish and several 6-20 inch longfin. Call Ed if you would like to help with 
rescues; if more members trained to do it, they could do it less often. 

I n the spirit of the coming Christmas season, Joy Quirong had made 
sets of hand-crafted gift-tag wreaths for every member at the meeting. 

Thank you, Joy, for the precious gift of your time and energy! They livened 
up a number of small gifts under our tree. 

N ight fell quickly under the shadow of dark storm clouds and the 
heavy rain, making leaving the Mallsô a little tricky. Poor Jerry put 

on a bright yellow hooded rain slicker and escorted members, one-by-one, 
to their cars, then he stayed with them, flashlight in hand, to direct them out 
of the driveway. It was a little touchy getting out the back way, but we made it. 

G oing home, I thought of the long drive to La Quinta that Alan Pollock had 
ahead of him. Remember, we almost planned this meeting at his home. I 

emailed him the next day (needed his recipe!) and asked about the drive; this 
is how he replied:  "After coming home through the rain yesterday evening as 
well, awoke to see snow down to what looks like the 3500 foot level. So...I think 
we made out in Temecula. And I so enjoyed being there; "reminded me of 
Ireland". . . rain, clouds on the hill, and good people to share it with!  Nice start 
to the holiday!"  I have to agree. We multiply our pleasures by the number of 
ógood peopleô we share them with. Hope your holidays were blessed with good 
health, good humor, and good friends. May your New Year hold the same! 

~Respectfully submitted, Peggy Milfeld 

Photo of Jerry Mall in yellow rain slicker... 

Photo of Joy Quirongôs hand-crafted gift-tag wreaths  
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 H A R R I S O N ô S  K O I  F A RM   Pump Comparisons and Testing At W. Lim Corp. 

William Lim (L) and Larry Leverett (R) in front of the  
pump testing apparatus at William Lim Corp.  

Jack Marrin's Sequence pump under test 

Digital flow meter and restriction valve on the  
test apparatus outlet pipe 

Electronic Power Meter readout screen 


